A NOTE FROM THE PASTOLR

By the time you read this, it may be March. We are all ready for spring, but the weather reports tell us we
have at least two more winter weekends. We look forward to the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, but Easter
comes in April this year, so our focus this month is on Lent.

Lent has been celebrated since around 200 AD as a time of soul-searching and preparation for the
Resurrection celebration. The 40 day format reminds us of Jesus’ 40 days of temptation in the wilderness. Lent
begins with our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, March 5. Please join us for this reverent and
challenging start to the season.

Most people associate Lent with giving up something—a favorite food, television show, or other pastime. The more
important element of Lent is the conscious effort to open our lives more fully to Jesus Christ. So . .. plan on giving up some-
thing that you know is not helping you become more like Jesus. But, more importantly, take on some new spiritual discipline,
such as daily Bible reading, writing daily in a spiritual journal, daily exercise with someone who can challenge you spiritually—
or let God show you what you need most.

Our sermon series for Lent will be on “Hindrances to Holiness: Conquering the Seven Deadly Sins.” Any sin is
deadly, and there are more than seven, but A Fourth Century Christian in the Middle East, John Cassian, developed the concept
as a means of helping people grow. This may sound like a “downer,” but the flipside of every “deadly sin” is one of the Fruits of
the Spirit or another beautiful Christian character quality. The concept has been used by artists, preachers, and philosophers
through the centuries as a challenge to self-examination and repentance.

We have been pleased to welcome new people to our fellowship recently, and after six weeks of focus on “Welcome” on
Wednesday night, we are eager to welcome YOUR friends. The last Sunday of the month, March 30, has been designated a
national Friend Day, encouraging every church member to bring a friend. Your friends are welcome any time, but start NOW to
invite people for that day. Stay tuned for more information about our Friend Day plans.

Have a blessed March!

In the Love of Christ,
Pastor Dwight T Gregory
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Mid America Conference Women'’s Retreat
e We hope all ladies plan to attend the Women'’s Retreat
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° is $120 which will cover meals and lodging.
Our speaker is Sabra Dyas. You won’t want to miss it.
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TRUSTEES MEETING Tamara Bingham.
On Monday, March 3rd at 7PM the Board of Trustees 3 :
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project for all ages on Saturday, are SO close to reaching our choose to sponsor a child? The Missions
May 10, 2014, from approximately = goal of $50,000 in new giving, | Committee is challenges you learn more about
9:00AM-1:00PM. Please save to allow us to take the next International Child Care and teach your
this date! More details concerning step. Keep praying, keep children. Pick up a brochure in the Lobby or
the project when finalized. giving, and expect to hear more www.childcareministries.org.
If you have any questions this month!
please contact Becky Baer.
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family during these days.
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